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Free Sensory Friendly Theater Experience at Tommy O’s

Tommy O’s Playhouse will present a sensory friendly theater experience designed to include those with sensory needs in the audience. The Rescue at The Cabana Banana is a fun family musical, with performances modifications made to welcome families of all ages, including those with special needs. 

House lights will remain on during the performance, audience members will be allowed to talk to each other throughout the show, sound and lighting have been designed to remain more neutral with minimal unexpected changes in levels, exit doors will be open and audience members can leave during the show. Tommy O’s encourages the use of headphones, seat cushions, fidget toys, ear plugs, and/or individualized sensory input and coping tools. For this performance, Tommy O’s will be staffed with autism professionals. Actors and volunteers have received training to help meet the needs of individuals with all abilities. A social story is available at tommyosplayhouse.com or on the Tommy O’s Playhouse Facebook page.
The Rescue at the Cabana Banana at Tommy O’s Playhouse in Hazelhurst.

Tuesday August 9th at 2:30pm. Box office and theater open will open at 1:30pm. 

Program modification for this sensory-friendly event

1. There is no intermission during the show. The show is approximately 40 minutes in length.

2. House lights will remain on throughout the show.

3. Exit doors remain open throughout the show.

4. Sound volume will be lowered with minimal changes in sound levels and no sudden unexpected sounds effects. 

5. A request to withhold from clapping during the show is made.

6. Audience members can meet actors following the show.

7. Audience members are free to talk to each other during the show.

8. Audience members are able to leave their seats and/or exit the theater during the show, with supervision.

9. Audience members are able to attend for a duration that is comfortable – this means that it is okay to attend for just a short period or for the entirety of the performance. 
10. A social story is available for download – it is recommended that you individualize it as needed. 

11. Special requests to tour the facility and meet with the actors prior to the show will be honored when possible, with advance request. 

12. We encourage the use of headphones, fidget toys, ear plugs, and individualized sensory input and coping tools.

13. Tommy O’s is staffed with autism professionals and staff trained to meet the needs of individuals with all abilities. 

Social Story: Going to the theater

I am going to a theater called Tommy O’s Playhouse. I am going to watch a play!

When we get to the theater, my family will park in the parking lot and walk to the box office. There might be a lot of cars and people walking around. I should remember to stay safe. This means I should stay with my family and hold someone’s hand as we walk across the parking lot.

Inside the box office, I need to get a ticket for the play. We might need to wait in line at the ticket counter.

There is a snack counter where people can buy treats and drinks. My family might decide to buy something from the snack counter. We might need to wait in line at the snack counter. 

There is a bathroom inside the lobby too.

When we go into the theater, there will be an usher who I should give my ticket to. The usher will look at my ticket and then give it back to me. Now it’s time to find a seat. There are lots of seats to choose from!! I can sit very close to the stage, way in the back, or anywhere between! Once I find my seat, it is time to wait for the play to begin. While I wait, I can look at a book, listen to music with ear buds, play a game on a phone or tablet, talk to my family, play with a fidget item, or take a walk with a family member. If it gets crowded or noisy I can cover my ears, wear headphones or earplugs, or take a walk with a family member. 

Before the play, a woman will walk onto the stage and talk. This means the show is about to start!! The play is called The Rescue at the Cabana Banana. I should try to sit quietly with my bottom on the seat. I cannot go on the stage. There will be actors on stage pretending to be different characters acting out a story. The actors will wear colorful costumes and make-up – it might even remind me of Halloween! Sometimes there will be guitar music and singing. People around me might laugh, clap, or make other noises. There might be some changes with the lights on stage. If the noises or lights bother me, I can cover my ears, wear earplugs or headphones, wear sunglasses, close my eyes, play with a fidget item, or take a walk with a family member. There are exit doors on each side and in the back of the theater that my family can use during the show.

When the play is done, the actors will stand on the stage and bow. The audience will clap to say thank you to the actors for putting on a great show! Then the actors will leave the theater. That means the play is over and it is time for us to leave too. We will exit the theater and the actors will be outside. I can give them a high five, shake their hands, or say “good job.” 

It is time to go back into the car now. I can use the bathroom first if I need to. Then we walk to the car and I should remember to stay safe again. Hold hands and stay together! Maybe I can see another show at Tommy O’s again sometime!!
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